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DAILY READINGS
SEPT 28 -  OCT 4 , 2026

Three Churches, One Catholic Family

322 East Main Street, Kingwood, WV 26537  •   304-329-1519   •   prestoncountycatholic.org
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Facebook: Catholic Church of Preston County
St. Edward the Confessor   |   1204 East State Street, Terra Alta

St. Zita   |   33 Maple Street, Masontown
St. Joseph Cemetery Chapel   |   12 Church Drive, Kingwood

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday

4:00 pm ~ St. Edward
6:00 pm ~ St. Sebastian

Sunday
8:30 am ~ St. Zita

10:30 am~ St. Sebastian
Tuesday ~ St. Edward

4:00 pm ~ Weekly Mass 
3:00 pm First Tuesday

Holy Hour/Rosary/Confession
Wednesday ~ St. Zita

6:30 pm ~ Weekly Mass 
5:30 pm First Wednesday

Holy Hour/Rosary/Confession
Friday - St. Sebastian

8:30 am ~ Weekly Mass
9:00 am ~ Holy Hour/Rosary/Confession

First Friday of the Month 
8:30 am ~ First Friday Devotion

Consecration to the Sacred Heart of Jesus

26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Monday: Jb 1:6–22 / Ps 17:1bcd, 2–3, 6–7 / Lk 9:46–50 
Tuesday: Dn 7:9–10, 13–14 or Rv 12:7–12a / Ps 138:1–2ab, 2cde–3, 4–5 / Jn 1:47–51
Wednesday: Jb 9:1–12, 14–16 / Ps 88:10bc–11, 12–13, 14–15 / Lk 9:57–62
Thursday: Jb 19:21–27 / Ps 27:7–8a, 8b–9abc, 13–14 / Lk 10:1–12
Friday: Jb 38:1, 12–21; 40:3–5 / Ps 139:1–3, 7–8, 9–10, 13–14ab / Mt 18:1–5, 10
Saturday: Jb 42:1–3, 5–6, 12–17 / Ps 119:66, 71, 75, 91, 125, 130 / Lk 10:17–24 
Sunday:  Is 5:1–7 / Ps 80:9, 12, 13–14, 15–16, 19–20 / Phil 4:6–9 / Mt 21:33–43

Matthew 21:31

“Which of the two did his father’s will?” They answered, “The first.”
Jesus said to them, “Amen, I say to you, tax collectors and
prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God before you.”

First Reading – Ezekiel 18:25-28: The Lord responds to those who complain about fairness. God’s ways are just. A
virtuous person who turns to iniquity will face consequences, but if they repent, their life will be preserved.
Responsorial Psalm – Psalm 25: The psalmist seeks God’s guidance and asks for instruction in truth.
Remembering God’s compassion, the psalmist asks for mercy and guidance. The Lord, good and just, leads
sinners and the humble in righteousness.
Second Reading – Philippians 2:1-11: Encouraged by Christ’s love, unity, and compassion, we’re urged to be of one
mind, considering others above ourselves. Christ’s selflessness and humility serve as an example, leading to
exaltation and acknowledgment of His lordship.
Gospel – Matthew 21:28-32: Jesus presents a parable of two sons asked to work in a vineyard. One initially refuses
but later obeys, while the other agrees but doesn’t go. The lesson highlights that actions, not words, reveal true
obedience and righteousness, and tax collectors and prostitutes enter God’s kingdom due to genuine belief.

https://young-catholics.com/read-types/repentance-and-fairness/
https://young-catholics.com/read-types/seeking-divine-guidance/
https://young-catholics.com/read-types/christs-humility-and-exaltation/
https://young-catholics.com/read-types/parable-of-two-sons/


Teachings of the Saints

ANNOUNCEMENTS

26th Sunday            
in Ordinary Time — Year A

The 26th Sunday in Ordinary
Time reminds us that our faith

is shown not only by
what we say, but by

how we live. In the
Gospel, Jesus tells the

parable of two sons whose
father asks them to work

in his vineyard. One says no
but later goes; the other says

yes but does not follow through. Jesus teaches
that true obedience is demonstrated through our
actions.

The readings also remind us of the importance of
repentance. No matter what mistakes we have
made, God welcomes us when we sincerely turn
back to Him and seek to change our lives. His
mercy gives us the opportunity to begin again.

St. Paul calls us to follow Christ’s example of
humility and selfless service. Jesus did not seek
honor for Himself but willingly served others.

This Sunday, let us examine our lives, turn away
from sin, and strive to serve God and others with
humble and faithful hearts.

Prayer
Lord, help me to follow You with true obedience.
Let my actions reflect my faith, not just my words.
When I fail, give me the courage to repent and
change. Teach me to be humble, like Jesus, and to
put others before myself. Guide me to walk in Your
ways each day. Amen.

St. Edward the Confessor’s weekday Mass on Tuesday,
September 29 will be held at Majestic Care of Hopemont in
Terra Alta.
First Friday Devotion will be held at 8:30 am on Friday,
October 2 at St. Sebastian.
Holy Hour/Rosary/Confession will be at 3:00 pm on
Tuesday, October 6 at St. Edward the Confessor and at 5:30
pm on Wednesday, October 7 at St. Zita.

St. Vincent de Paul Society meeting is scheduled for
Monday, Septmber 28 at 6:00 pm in the St. Sebastian social
hall.

Knights of Columbus will meet Sunday, October 4, after
the 10:30 am Mass at St. Sebastian. All men of the Catholic
Church of Preston County are encouraged to attend.

St. Sebastian Altar Society will be held on Monday,
October 5 at 6:00 pm. All ladies of the parish are invited to
attend. 

Pastor:  Father Dominic Athishu   |   dathishu@dwc.org
Emergency after hours: 304-534-0945
Office Manager:  Karen Kurilko
304-329-1519  prestoncountycatholic@gmail.com
Director of Religious Education: Cindy Riggins
 304-329-1519  CCPC.FaithFormation@gmail.com
Administrative Assistant: Lydia Everly
304-329-1519  CCPC.Members@gmail.com
Buildings and Grounds: 
St. Edward the Confessor:  Chris DeLauder 304-441-4463
St. Sebastian: Mike Barlow 304-698-4943
St. Zita: Art Centofanti 304-288-6871
Summer Home Repair Coordinator:  Theresa Marthey
304-329-7318  SummerHomeRepairCCPC@gmail.com
Cemetery Committee:  Mike Barlow 304-698-4943
                                              Teresa Livengood 304-288-1779
Parish Councils: 
Finance Council Chair: Eric Belldina 304-276-5066
Pastoral Council Chair: Richard Riggins 304-698-6845
St. Vincent DePaul Help Line:  304-329-6229
Raymond Wolfe Center:  304-329-3644

4 of 6: THE PRACTICE OF VIRTUE - Continuation
An extract from introduction to the Devout Life by St. Francis de Sales

Jerusalem Carvings
Please stop by the Arts & Crafts area at the
Preston County Buckwheat Festival and visit
Ray from Bethlehem OliveWood. They had
planned to visit our churches in June, but
scheduling conflicts prevented them from
coming.

Please stop by, say hello, and take a look at their
beautiful carvings!

So, my child, we must think well of those whom we see
practicing virtues, although imperfectly, since the Saints
have done the like; but as to ourselves we must give heed
to practice them, not only diligently, but discreetly, and to
this end we shall do well strictly to follow the Wise Man’s
counsel (Eccl 6:2,32,36.) and not trust in our own wisdom,
but lean on those whom God has given as our guides. And
here I must say a few words concerning certain things
which some reckon as virtues, although they are nothing of
the sort—I mean ecstasies, trances, rhapsodies,
extraordinary transformations, and the like, which are dwelt
on in some books,  and which  promise to raise the soul to a 

purely intellectual contemplation, an altogether
supernatural mental altitude, and a life of pre-
eminent excellence. But I would have you see, my
child, that these perfections are not virtues; they
are rather rewards which God gives to virtues, or
perhaps, more correctly speaking, tokens of the
joys of everlasting life, occasionally granted to men
in order to kindle in them a desire for the fulness
of joy which is only to be found in Paradise. But we
must not aspire to such graces, which are in no
way necessary to us in order to love and serve God,
our only lawful ambition.



SE - St. Edward | SJ - St. Joseph
SS - St. Sebastian | SZ - St. Zita 

HH - Hopemont Hospital

Saturday, September 26
4:00 pm ~ SE People of the Parish
6:00 pm ~ SS + Mary DeBerry

Sunday, September 27
8:30 am ~ SZ + Jennie Volk
10:30 am ~ SS (A) Ann and Charlie Wolfe

Tuesday, September 29
4:00 pm ~ HH For the sick

Wednesday, September 30
6:30 pm ~ SZ + Forgotten Souls in Purgatory

Friday, October 2
8:30 am ~ SS + Charles and Emily Nally

Saturday, October 3
4:00 pm ~ SE People of the Parish
6:00 pm ~ SS + Mike Miller

Sunday, October 4
8:30 am ~ SZ + Lydia Main
10:30 am ~ SS +(A) Matthew and Bertha Riggins

CONGRATULATIONS!

Theadosia Anne Hart-Preslar
daughter of

Brisen and Abigail Hart Preslar
and granddaughter of 
Paul and Wendy Hart

who will be baptized on
Sunday, September 27.

May God bless Theadosia Anne and her family
as she begins her journey of faith!

St. Zita
Bob Galusky ~ 304-698-6701 

Darrell Fedeles ~ 304-282-6917
Janice Polce ~ 304-864-5656
St. Edward the Confessor

Charlotte Wiles ~ 304-789-6371  
Anne Talley ~ 508-395-1570

Pat and Shelia DeLauder ~ 304-282-4664
Margaret Gearhart ~ 443-975-1754

Jessie Hart ~ 304-435-5848
St. Sebastian

Pauline Bernatowicz ~ 304-329-1337
Mary Somerruk ~ 304-329-1082
Charlie Wolfe ~ 304-441-8426

Camille Western ~ 304-282-9696
Sue Alberico ~ 304-698-8174

SAFE ENVIRONMENT
To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially
contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, you may also report suspected cases of sexual abuse by
personnel or volunteers of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, by contacting one of the Bishop’s designees at
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880. You may also visit www.dwc.org, under Accountability” for additional reporting mechanisms.

Are you or a loved one 
home-bound or in the hospital? 
To have communion brought to
you, please contact the church
office or one of the following
communion ministers:

COMMUNION COMMUNION 
for the Homebound

+ Deceased  (A) Anniversary  (B) Birthday  (S) Sick  (SI) Special Intention

Offertory Gifts: If you are having a Mass said for someone and would
like to take the offertory gifts up to the altar, please let one of the
ushers know before the start of Mass.

Helen Bjorkman, Shirley Clark, Sue Clark, Patti Davidson,
David DeLauder, Tom DeLauder, Adam Joshua DeWitt,

Carolyn Fischer, Mary Galusky, Karen Gellner,
Shelley Hendershot, Ron Haynes Jr, Chris Hines,

Jennifer Livengood, Connie Marshall, Theresa Marthey,
Derrick McElroy, Billy Minihan, Eddie Murphy, Debra Murray,
Bill Platt, Mary Lou Polce, Nathaniel Pratt, Diana Radabaugh,

Scott Rehe, Bill Riggins, Judy Riggins, Paul Riggins,
Renee Singley, Danny Smith, Steve Stewart, Gary Thorn, II, 

Fred Turner, Daryl Wolfe, Liz Zuchowski

Psalm 25 is a prayer of trust and hope in God. The writer
turns to God in times of trouble and asks for help,
forgiveness, and guidance. It shows a deep faith in God’s
mercy and a desire to follow His ways. The psalm reminds
us that even when life feels uncertain, God is always
faithful and ready to lead us on the right path.

This psalm speaks to anyone who has ever felt lost or
unsure. The writer asks God to teach him, to guide him,
and to remember him with kindness. It is an honest
prayer that shows both humility and confidence. The
words invite us to place our worries in God’s hands and to
wait for His help with patience and trust.

Psalm 25 also connects trust with repentance. The writer
knows he has sinned but believes God’s mercy is greater
than his failures. He asks not to be judged by his past but
to be guided by God’s love. This attitude helps us see that
turning back to God always brings healing and peace, no
matter what we have done.

For Christians, Psalm 25 can be a prayer for every stage of
life. It reminds us to seek God’s will, to ask for His
forgiveness, and to walk in His truth each day. It is a
psalm of honesty, hope, and faith in the One who never
abandons us.

Psalm 25



  

September 19-20, 2026
1st Collection

St. Edward the Confessor                       
St. Zita                                                               
St. Sebastian ~ Saturday                              
St. Sebastian ~ Sunday                             
Total 1  Collection                               st

  Other Collections
Votive Candles (SS)
Poor Fund (SS)
In Memory Of (IMO)
Total Other Giving                                 

Weekend Attendance: 252
St. Edward:  38  |  St. Zita:  40

St. Sebastian: Saturday  56 |  Sunday 118

Elijah the Prophet ~ July 20

2nd Collection - This Weekend
Proceeds from this collection provides funding for
academic scholarships at The Catholic
Universityof America in Washington, DC in
response to the commitment made by bishops at
its foundatoin in 1887. It is the only U.S. university
with Pontifical faculties. Students are enrolled
fromall 50 states and almost 100 countries in 12
schools.

Come join us for some fall fun for the whole family at
St. Joseph Gym in Howesville!

       Friday & Saturday, October 2 & 3
      Friday & Saturday, October 9 & 10
                   7:00 pm –10:00 pm
                    Haunted House Tickets: $15
        Additional Activities & Games: $1-$2/each

Proceeds benefit Camp McKenna

HAUNTED HOUSEHAUNTED HOUSEHAUNTED HOUSE

https://catholicchurchofprestonc.flocknote.com/give

It's the easiest & most secure
way to give to our church and its
ministries!
You can make one-time
donations or you can set up
automatic, recurring giving!

Give Today by Scanning the QR Code or Visiting:

Support our church easily & securely
with online giving!

$       30.00
10 .00

4 5 . 0 0
$    8 5 . 0 0

$     6 1 4 . 0 0
1 ,000.00
1 ,048.00
1 ,242 .00

$   2,964.00

Tender God, refuge of the poor, You filled Vincent
de Paul with the strength of the apostles to work
for the salvation of the poor and the instruction

of the clergy. May we who follow the example of his life
be driven by unceasing charity to continue the mission

of Your Son in the world. We ask this through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you

and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.

SAINT

VINCENT
      PAUL

SEPTEMBER 27

de 

Saint Vincent de Paul, whose feast day is celebrated on
September 27, is remembered as a great servant of the
poor and a model of Christian charity. Born in France in
1581 to a poor farming family, Vincent was ordained a
priest in 1600. His life was transformed through
experiences that opened his heart more deeply to those
who were suffering and in need.

As a parish priest, Vincent became increasingly aware of
the poverty, hunger, sickness, and lack of religious
instruction experienced by many people. Rather than
simply offering words of encouragement, he took action.
He organized groups of laypeople to care for the sick and
poor, providing food, clothing, and practical assistance.
These groups became known as the Confraternities of
Charity.

Vincent also founded the Congregation of the Mission,
whose priests served the poor and helped strengthen the
formation of clergy. Working with Saint Louise de
Marillac, he later helped establish the Daughters of
Charity, who cared for the sick, elderly, orphans, and
others in need. Their ministry brought the love of Christ
directly into homes and communities.

Saint Vincent believed that serving others must flow from
prayer and love of God. He encouraged people of every
background to recognize the needs around them and
respond with compassion.

Vincent died in 1660 and was canonized in 1737. He is the
patron saint of charitable societies, volunteers, hospitals,
and works of charity. His legacy continues today through
countless organizations and individuals who serve those
in need.

Saint Vincent reminds us that we do not need great
wealth or influence to make a difference. A kind word, a
helping hand, a meal, a prayer, or a generous gift can
become a powerful expression of Christ’s love.

https://catholicchurchofprestonc.flocknote.com/give
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